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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

GRANT OF EASEMENT FOR RANGELAND CONSERVATION 
 

THIS GRANT OF EASEMENT, by and between                                                          
hereinafter referred to as Grantors, and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, hereinafter referred to 
as Grantee, acting by and through the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative. 
 

WHEREAS, the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956, 16 U.S.C. 742a-742j; authorizes the Secretary 
of the Interior to acquire lands or interests therein for the development, advancement, management, 
conservation, and protection of fish and wildlife resources.  The purpose of this easement is to 
conserve and protect in perpetuity working rangeland and the fish and wildlife resources it supports, 
on the land described in Exhibit A. The conservation purposes of this Easement shall be achieved 
through continued ranching and managed grazing activities; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the sum of                       Dollars ($                ), 

to the Grantors in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, Grantors hereby grant and 
convey unto the United States, and its assigns, an estate, interest and perpetual rangeland 
conservation easement, in lands of the Grantors, described in Exhibit A, and depicted in Exhibit B 
attached hereto and made a part hereof.  

 
There is included in this Grant of Easement a right of access with 48 hour notice, by designated 
representatives of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service over any and all Easement Lands as reasonably 
necessary for the limited purposes of verifying compliance by the Grantor with the terms and 
conditions of this easement and exercising Grantee's rights under this Grant. If the Easement Area is 
not accessible by public roads, Grantor hereby grants the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service adequate 
access to the Easement Area for the limited purposes of monitoring and enforcement of the terms of 
this Easement. 
 
The lands referenced in this easement contain ____ acres, more or less, all being located in _______       
County, State of California, described in Exhibit A. 

 
 
SUBJECT, however, to all valid existing rights-of-way for highways, roads, railroads, pipelines, 

canals, laterals, electrical transmission lines, telegraph and telephone lines, cable lines, and all 
outstanding mineral rights in third parties.  

 
 There are excepted and reserved from this Grant of Easement all minerals, including gas, oil, 
and other hydrocarbon substances, underlying the Easement Lands, and this Grant of Easement is 
subject to all existing easements and rights-of-way of record held by third parties, and to all 
outstanding mineral rights, including all oil and gas leases of record, held by third parties.  Grantor 
and Grantee agree that the exploration, development, and production of reserved oil and gas and 
other mineral deposits by Grantor or authorized third parties shall be considered compatible with 
maintenance and use of the Easement Lands and Waters for rangeland conservation purposes and 
shall be authorized by the Fish and Wildlife Service provided Grantee, through the Fish and Wildlife 
Service shall have the right to approve the locations and methods of all proposed exploration, 
development and production operations to insure such operations are carried out in a manner that is 
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compatible with protection of Grantee's easement interest, and shall be authorized and not 
unreasonably withheld by the Grantee. 
 

The conveyance hereunder shall be effective on the date of the execution of this Grant of 
Easement by the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative. 
 

The Grantors, for themselves, and for their heirs, successors and assigns, lessees, and any 
other person claiming under them, covenant and agree that they will cooperate in the maintenance 
and protection of the easement areas.  The parties acknowledge that an Easement Report 
documenting existing conditions has been prepared for the property, at the expense of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service with consent and cooperation of Landowner.  The Report documents the current 
agricultural, physical, and overall biological conditions of the property as well as its current uses and 
state of improvement at the time of the grant of this easement.  A copy of this Report shall be 
maintained on file by both the Grantor and the Fish and Wildlife Service and by this reference made a 
part thereof.   The parties hereby acknowledge that the Report accurately reflects the condition of the 
property subject to this easement at the time of conveyance.   

 
No rights herein are granted to the general public for access to or entry upon the land subject 

to this grant of easement for any purpose. 
 

Activities that are consistent with the conservation purposes identified herein, including 
ranching, and those uses and practices consistent with the terms hereof are identified in Exhibit C.  
 
 
 The restrictions hereby imposed upon the use of said lands of the Grantors and the activities 
that Grantors covenant to refrain from doing upon said lands, except as may be authorized from time 
to time by the express prior written consent of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, are identified in 
Exhibit D. 
 
    It is further understood that the limited rights and interests granted to the UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA herein shall become part of the National Wildlife Refuge System and shall be administered 
by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, pursuant to the National Wildlife Refuge Systems 
Administration Act, 16 U.S.C.  
 
    This Grant of Easement shall be binding upon, and shall inure to the benefit of, Grantor and its 
successors and assigns and Grantee and its assigns. 
 
    This Grant of Easement does not encompass or purchase any restoration rights and imposes 
no other obligations or restrictions on Grantor and neither its successors, nor any other person or 
entity claiming under them, shall be in any way restricted from using all of the subject lands in the 
customary manner except as provided herein. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Grantors have hereunto set their hands and seals this XX day of                   
,20     . 

                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
   Landowner Signature(s)                                                      Landowner Signature(s) 

   
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
STATE of      (                        ) 
COUNTY of   (                        ) 
 

On this          day of                in the year 20    before me personally appeared                                       
known to me to be the persons(s) described in and who executed the foregoing instrument and 
acknowledged to me that (they) (he/she) executed the same as (their) (his/her) free act and deed. 
 
                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                              Notary Public 
 
                         My commission expires                                                      
 
               (SEAL)  
ACCEPTANCE 
 
 

The Secretary of the Interior, acting by and through his authorized representative, has executed 
this agreement on behalf of the United States this                day of                    , 20    . 
 
                                                                                      UNITED STATES OF AMERICA                                                                                                              
 

           By:                                                               
        Title:                                                               

            U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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EXHIBIT A:  LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF EASEMENT LANDS [AND EXCLUDED LANDS, IF 
APPLICABLE] 
 
 
EXHIBIT B:  MAP OF EASEMENT LANDS [AND EXCLUDED LANDS, IF APPLICABLE] 
 
 
EXHIBIT C:   PERMITTED USES AND PRACTICES   
 
The following uses and practices by the Grantor, though not an exhaustive recital of all uses and 
practices of said lands, are hereby deemed to be consistent with the conservation purposes of the 
Easement.  Any proposed activities or uses not identified below shall require prior written approval by 
the Fish and Wildlife Service.  In addition, certain uses and practices identified below are subject to 
specific conditions or require prior approval.  The remainder of these consistent uses shall not be 
precluded, prevented, or limited by the Easement.  
 
 1 Livestock grazing. 

 
2. Constructing, maintaining, repair, and replacing non-building ranch facilities used in 

normal and customary ranching activities, including stock ponds, corrals, holding fields, 
squeezes, loading chutes, equipment loading ramps, fences, tanks, and troughs, 
primarily to support uses of or activities on the Easement Area authorized by this 
Conservation Easement.  

 
3. Maintaining, repairing, and replacing in the same general location, water distribution and 

irrigation facilities including wells, spring boxes, headgates, weirs, pipelines, irrigation 
ditches, and reservoirs and utility facilities (including gas, electrical and 
telecommunication facilities) that support uses of or activities on the Easement Area 
authorized by this Conservation Easement. 

 
4. With prior written approval by the Fish and Wildlife Service, construction of new water 

distribution and irrigation facilities including wells, spring boxes, headgates, weirs, 
pipelines, irrigation ditches, and reservoirs and utility facilities (including gas, electrical 
and telecommunication facilities) that support uses of or activities on the Easement 
Area authorized by this Conservation Easement, provided that any construction or 
development activities do not create barriers that inhibit the movement or migration of 
wildlife or cause long-term impairment to the wetland habitat. 

 
5.   Maintaining and rebuilding existing unpaved roads, on the original alignment.  Unpaved 

existing roads may be relocated as unpaved roads as reasonably required by ranching 
operations; provided, that every abandoned road shall be returned to a natural 
condition. 

 
6. Maintaining, repaving, and rebuilding existing paved roads on the original alignment.  

Driveways to residential buildings permitted by this Easement may be paved at 
Landowner’s discretion without further permission from the Fish and Wildlife Service. No 
other construction or paving of any road within the Easement Area is allowed without 
written permission from the Fish and Wildlife Service, which permission must be 
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supported by Landowner’s demonstration to the reasonable satisfaction of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service that the proposed construction or paving will not impair Conservation 
Values. For purposes of this paragraph, “pave”, “paved”, or “paving” shall include 
covering of the soil surface with concrete, asphalt, or other impermeable or permeable 
paving material. 

 
7. Harvesting native or tame grasses for hay production.  Periodic renovation or reseeding 

of existing tame grass stands will be permitted with prior written approval of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  No approval will be granted to break (farm, rip, disc, plow) native 
rangeland.  

 
 8. Minor surface disturbances (less than one acre in size) associated with excavating 

small amounts of fill material or gravel for non-commercial use on the property, or 
constructing non-building ranch facilities; water distribution and irrigation facilities; utility 
facilities; and/or roads as authorized under Provisions 2 through 6 of this Exhibit.  

 
9. Control of noxious weeds or exotic pests remains the responsibility of the Grantor, 

including the use of chemical pesticides and/or biological control agents in accordance 
with applicable Federal and State statutes and regulations.   

 
 10. Cutting, harvesting or removing dead or diseased trees for non-commercial use, or 

trees that present a hazard to persons or property, or the cutting of firewood, posts and 
poles for non-commercial use. 

.
 11. Existing cropland (farmed, ripped, disced, plowed) areas or other parcels specifically 

identified on Exhibit A and the easement report are exempt from Provision 1 of Exhibit 
D.  

  
12.   The following non-commercial and commercial passive recreational uses may be 

undertaken without further permission from the Fish and Wildlife Service: hunting, 
fishing, horseback riding, camping, wildlife viewing, photography, hiking, and picnicking.  
Other non-commercial recreational uses including nonmotorized cycling, target 
shooting, rock collecting, social gatherings, rodeo type events, and on-road vehicle 
travel may be undertaken without further permission from the Fish and Wildlife Service; 
provided, that no such use shall be allowed to impair working rangeland and the fish 
and wildlife resources it supports.  All other recreational uses are prohibited on the 
Easement Lands except with the advance written permission of Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which must be supported by Landowner’s showing to the reasonable 
satisfaction of the Fish and Wildlife Service that the proposed use is consistent with the 
conservation purposes of this easement. 

 
 

EXHIBIT D: PROHIBITED USES AND PRACTICES 
 
The following uses and practices on the property are hereby deemed to be inconsistent with the 
purpose of the easement, and are expressly prohibited: 
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1. Significantly altering the topography or other natural features by digging, excavating, 

plowing, disking, cutting, filling, removing or otherwise destroying the vegetative cover, 
including agricultural crop production or timber harvesting upon said lands delineated on 
Exhibit A, except as otherwise provided in Exhibit C.  

 
2. Subdividing or de facto subdividing, and/or developing the area for residential, 

commercial, industrial or any other purposes.       
 
3. Erecting, constructing or placing any structures, buildings or improvements including 

trailers, mobile homes or other temporary living quarters, except as otherwise provided 
in Exhibit C.  

 
4. Any power generation facilities such as coal or gas-fired, wind, solar, and hydroelectric, 

other than to support uses of or activities on the Easement Area authorized by this 
Conservation Easement. 

 
5. Using or developing said lands for a game, fur, bird or fish farm, including the 

confinement, rearing, release and/or propagation of exotic or native game farm animals, 
birds, furbearers or fish.  

 
6. Establishing or maintaining any commercial feedlot, defined for purposes of this 

easement as a facility used for the purpose of receiving, confining and feeding livestock 
for hire. 

 
7. Dumping or disposing of refuse and disposing of any material which is toxic to wildlife or 

considered to contaminate soil, groundwater, streams, lakes or wetlands. 
 
8. The commercial use of motorized vehicles off of roads is prohibited, except when 

necessary for maintenance of utilities, retrieval of large game, or for emergency 
purposes. Landowner and Landowner’s family members, employees and nonpaying 
guests may use motorized vehicles for activities allowed by the Conservation 
Easement, except that motorized vehicle races and the construction of motorized off-
road vehicle courses are specifically prohibited. 

 
9. Landowner shall not transfer, encumber, lease, sell, or otherwise separate water rights 

associated with the Easement Area. 
 
10. Grantor shall not grant any additional easements, rights of way, or other interests in the 

Easement Lands, other than a fee or leasehold interest, undivided interest or security 
interest (mortgage or deed of trust) without the prior written authorization of Grantee 
given through the Fish and Wildlife Service. Grantor shall not grant or otherwise transfer 
any remaining interest in the easement lands to any other person or entity or to other 
lands or otherwise abandon or relinquish any Easement Waters without the prior written 
authorization of Grantee given through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Such 
authorization will be given unless the Secretary or his designated representative 
determines that the proposed interest or transfer will interfere with the use of the 
Easement Lands.  This paragraph shall not prohibit the transfer of a fee title or 
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leasehold interest in the Easement Lands that is subject to the terms of this Grant of 
Easement.  Nor shall it prevent or limit the Grantor and its members from transferring 
corporate stock or to license or lease hunting, fishing or frogging rights to the subject 
property.  


	EXHIBIT A:  LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF EASEMENT LANDS [AND EXCLUDED LANDS, IF APPLICABLE]
	EXHIBIT B:  MAP OF EASEMENT LANDS [AND EXCLUDED LANDS, IF APPLICABLE]


